16/04/2026

Hotel Establishments, Events Organisers, Tourism
Restaurants and Venue Owners

Circular No. 4/2026

Subject: Extension of Exemption from Tourism Fees on
Tickets

Greetings,

With reference to the above subject, and based on Law
No. (8) of 2018, establishing the Department of Culture
and Tourism — Abu Dhabi (DCT Abu Dhabi) with an
overall mandate to develop and elevate quality
standards of the tourism industry to achieve tourism
development in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi, and the
Executive Council Resolution No. (54) of 2016,
regarding event licensing in Abu Dhabi Emirate, and
Chairman of DCT- Abu Dhabi decision No. (11) of 2019
regarding the mechanism for implementing the Event
Licensing System in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi. and
Chairman of DCT Abu Dhabi decision No. (35) of 2026,
concerning extending the exemption from the fees for
issuing, distributing and marketing tickets in accordance
with the Events Licensing System in the Emirate of Abu
Dhabi;

For further support to the investment environment in the
Emirate of Abu Dhabi, it has been decided to exempt
event organisers from 1 January 2026 the tourism fee of
10% on tickets sold until 31 December 2026.

It is mandatory for event organisers to obtain event
licenses in accordance with the regulations specified for
this purpose. Additionally, they are obliged to declare the
revenues generated from these events, submit
supporting financial statements, and cooperate with
revenue auditors or individuals designated by DCT Abu
Dhabi to validate the accuracy of their declarations.

Kindly abide by the above-mentioned guidelines to avoid
any penal procedures and fines that will be taken in
relation to violations.

For further enquiries, kindly contact us via e-mail at

receivables@dctabudhabi.ae
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