11/06/2026

Hotel and Tourism Establishments General
Managers

Circular No. 8/2026

Subject: Implementation of Mandatory Use of
Potassium-Enriched Salt in Hotel Restaurants

Greetings,

Pursuant to

- Law No. (8) of 2018 establishing the Department of
Culture and Tourism — Abu Dhabi (DCT Abu Dhabi) and
setting out its overall mandate to develop and elevate
quality standards within the tourism industry to support
tourism development in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi;

- Abu Dhabi Law No. (13) of 2006 concerning the
supervision of tourist establishments by the Department
of Culture and Tourism — Abu Dhabi;

- Executive Council Resolution No. (23) of 2018
regarding additional mandates of the Department of
Culture and Tourism — Abu Dhabi;

- Chairman of the Department of Culture and Tourism —
Abu Dhabi Resolution No. (37) of 2026 approving the
policy mandating the use of potassium-enriched salt in
hotel restaurants in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi;

- And in coordination with the Abu Dhabi Healthy Living
Sector in Department of Health;

- The Department hereby circulates the contents of the
relevant resolutions and the key provisions of the
approved policy to hotel and tourism establishments, for
the purpose of ensuring full implementation in
accordance with the established procedures.

- This circular shall be deemed a binding regulatory
directive applicable to all concerned parties. Please note
the following:

- Effective 1 July 2026, a three-month implementation
grace period shall apply. During this period, hotel and
tourism establishments will be afforded sufficient time to
adapt and implement the requirements set out in this
Circular without being subject to administrative penalties.
Full compliance and enforcement shall apply from 1
October 2026.

Mandatory Use of Potassium-Enriched Salt
All restaurants and food and beverage outlets operating
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under a valid DCT Abu Dhabi-issued Tourism Licence,
including hotel restaurants and room service outlets, are
required to comply with the following requirements:

1. Salt Seasoning Requirements

- All salt seasoning provided for customer use after
food service must be potassium enriched salt,
containing a minimum of 25% potassium chloride (KCI)
as a substitute for standard sodium chloride (NaCl).

- This requirement applies to all saltshakers, sachets,
packets, or any other method through which customers
apply salt to food after service.

- Salt added to food after serving by staff upon
customer request must also comply with this
requirement.

2. Optional Provision of Salt

- Restaurants are not required to offer salt seasoning.
- However, if salt seasoning is offered, it must comply
with the potassium enriched requirements.

Permitted Exceptions

- Provision of regular table salt is permitted only when
the request is proactively made by the customer and no
action has been taken by the establishment to prompt
such a request.

- Any other exception must receive prior written
approval from the Department of Culture and Tourism —
Abu Dhabi.

Transparency to Guests

- Establishments are encouraged to inform customers
that potassium enriched salt is used, to ensure
transparency and to support guests who may wish to
make informed dietary choices.

- Nothing in this policy constitutes medical advice.
Establishments are not responsible for assessing
individual medical conditions of guests, and are not
required to inquire into, verify, or record any
health-related information. Guests remain responsible
for their own dietary choices.

Compliance and Verification

- Department of Culture and Tourism — Abu Dhabi
officials may request documentary evidence
demonstrating the purchase and use of compliant
potassium enriched salt.

- Where applicable, establishments may alternatively
be required to submit a declaration confirming that no
discretionary salt seasoning is offered to customers.

- Establishments are expected to respond to
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compliance related requests within the specified

timeframe.

Scope and Exclusions e LN g Gadail) gl
This policy applies to all restaurants licensed by Aabundl 5 28N 3 5l I8 e B all peladll paes e dubid) 038 (5 s
Department of Culture and Tourism — Abu Dhabi, el Al b gl —
including:

- Restaurants, cafés, bars, and quick service food Ay pud) Glia ) 3lie ccililall 5 ¢ ARl g cacllaall -
outlets,

- Food served through hotel room service. Gl 8 aal) e e dexidll 4221 -
The policy does not apply to: tls Adpad) o2 (Gl Y
- Retail outlets selling food not intended for immediate el salie i) (55l NG daaddll je 336 Y) ay dilia -
consumption (e.g. supermarkets), (A2l
- Food and beverage outlets not licensed by — Aalpall 5 Z8E 5 00 J8 (e daad jall e g phall s 422 M. -
Department of Culture and Tourism — Abu Dhabi. sl
Failure to comply with the requirements set out in this Slel ya) Mad) dgle iy o8 avaaill 138 A 525l 5l lllaially o) Y axe
circular may result in regulatory and administrative action, — 4abudl das ) e iy a8 3| cle) ja) b 8 Loy ¢y o) 5 cdpaplats
including enforcement measures affecting the Lo Jpenall dpaplaiil) el ) jall 5 x5 ¢yl 58 G g lld g esliall

establishment’s Tourism Licence, in accordance with
applicable laws, regulations, and resolutions.

We appreciate your cooperation and commitment to e 5 aliie ol pUad o Lalial) 8 dealusally oSl Jill 5 oS5 glal o
supporting a well-regulated and sustainable tourism sl 3l
sector in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi.

For policy-related enquiries, you may contact the Healthy =~ Lblail sas 5 (33 58 ae Joal 5l 2SS cudanadl jauady dilaiall &l jludinl

Living Sector in the Department of Health —via phone: 5 0585479188 :iiledl ye ok sl — daall 5 ks A dpaall sLall
058 547 9188 or by email at: .healthyliving@doh.gov.ae : ;s 58y 2, e
healthyliving@doh.gov.ae.

Thank you for your cooperation. (@S5 la3 e oS oy SLE
Kind Regards. ) 5 ) YD (@il J sy | sliadi g
The Department of Culture and Tourism - Abu Dhabi b sl - Al 5 A8 5
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